What is a “Rail-Trail”?

Trails in Newton and
Massachusetts

Upper Falls Greenway
Trail Opportunities

Rail-to-trail Conversion

Impact of Trails on
Communities

Trail Benefits

il BIKE/PED

Manhan Rail Trail, Easthampton, MA



Greenway Trall Linear Park

Conversion of inactive railroad
rights-of-way into multi-use
recreational paths (“rail-trails”).

Tralls offer a safe place for
walking, jogging, bicycling, and
cross-country skiing.

Traills can now be converted
quickly and very inexpensively.

Greenway trails do not preclude
additional future community uses.

Pere Marquette Rail-Trail, Midland, Michigan
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Upper Falls Greenway Trail Opportunity

Visioning Needham Street — MIT Study December 2010

“The abandoned rail right-of-way to the west
of Needham Street should be converted to . o o
a recreational corridor, creating a path for
wildlife, a connection to the Charles River
and existing open spaces to the southwest it
and northeast, and contributing to a
regional recreational network.

Proposed Rail Trail (Bike/Pedestrian)

This plan recommends that any
Interventions along the corridor retain
maximum flexibility for the long-term
MBTA addition of a Green Line extension,
while in the meantime encouraging the
use of the corrldor for pedestrlan and

pper F: N
laygrou \\\\
;‘ N
bicycle use.” -
(Preserve Right of Wa yOp( ; c| N N
\ E‘ Compact Vegetation S \,//\ i-s\
2 to Increase Corridor Effet ' CHARI FS RIVER |
) x: » Py g b \\\\v - -
) ] a8 { B | § o h
! ‘se‘ | ‘\‘ c Needham Green \ | \ \
of o aler ) Space System \ \

ewton
Highlands
Playgrounc

o=
& @



O,

S .
smvmtozvgk
)
£

EMERSON PLAYGROUND

Upper Falls
Greenway 7
Trail

Opportunity

LS FIELD

UPPERFALLS PLAYGROUND

with Existing
and Possible

Connecting

Trails

Connections
thanks to Dan Brody!

@ ¢ ¢ ¢ Proposed Rail Trail

ia ' iran

HYDE PARK

®

ELIOT

o .
- .
g .

. OAKDALE WOODS CC
&V&RG{\’EEN STREET CEMETERY

" . NEWTON HIGHLAND S PLAYGROUND
MARTIN CONSERVATION AREA ® e py
4

o . w Bre
i suth Mead®” P

BARNEY CONSERVATION AREA

B & . COUNTRYSIDE SCHOOL
:o Countryside
.
¢ N ON

R )

K Soul*Méadow Broo
3

> .. 2L

. .

.
WINCHES TER PARK
*e s

2BODDARD CHRISTINA CONSERVATION AREA

.
.

.
RIVERSIDE (ERFQ‘ACI:

GABLES CONDOMINIUM CR

CHARLES RIVER COUNIRY
CHARLES RIVERIRESERVATION

CHARLES RIVER COUNTRY CLUB

! THE OAK GROVE
CHARLES RIVERIRESERVATION==,

LEDGEBROOK

THE KETILE
NAHANTONIPARK
NAHANTON WOODS

ANGINO FARM

NEEDHAM



Bay Colony

Rail-Trail Opportunity

Newton: 1+ mile parallel to
Needham Street.

Needham: 2 miles from
Needham Junction to the
Charles River.

Dover: 3.5 miles from the
Charles River to Hunt
Drive.

Medfield: 1.5 miles to
Harding Street.

Bay Colony Rail Trail

Proposed Route
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Redwing Bay, Needham




«« New Rail-to-Trall
| Conversion Method:
* Freell

* [ron Horse Preservation

Non-profit conversion

Based on scrap value of steel

Federally approved safe disposal of ties
Levelled and compacted crushed stone

« Mass. conversions in progress

Watertown, Topsfield, Danvers, Everett, Rockland

* Heavy equipment already in-state
Newton’s 1+ mile otherwise not feasible

 One or two year process
MA state funding takes much longer

" Topsfield Rail Trail



Popular Mass. Tralls

Minuteman Bikeway
Arlington-Bedford, 11 miles

Cape Cod Rail Trail
Wellfleet-Dennis, 22 miles

Nashua River Rail Tralil
Ayer-Nashua, 12.3 miles

Shining Sea Bikeway
Falmouth-Woods Hole, 10.7 miles

Norwottuck Rail Trall
Northampton-Belchertown, 10 mi.

Bruce Freeman Rail Trall
Chelmsford-Westford, 6.8 miles

Assabet River Rail Trall
Marlborough-Acton, 5.6 miles

Cape Cod Rail Trail



Positive Impact of Greenway Trails
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Greenway Trall
Benefits:

Health: more recreation,
fitness, outdoor opportunity.

Transportation / Livability:
Improved viable and safe
routes for transportation .

Environment: choosing to
use active transportation
reduces your carbon miles.

Open Space Protection:
Trails preserve and
maintain community space.

Community Identity: Trails
create civic pride and R e R S s SR e
engender neighborliness. W e S SRR X
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Rail Trail between Dover and Portsmouth, NH &



